CH. in]              STAGNATION OF PERSIA

whom, as he says, "we can hardly imagine an era m
unfavourable. A period of nearly a century elapsed with
the occurrence of any one political event of magnitude; <
yet the extraordinary calm was productive of no advant
to Persia. The princes, nobles, and high officers of t
kingdom were, it is true, exempt from the dangers of fore
or internal war; but their property and their lives were
sport of a succession of weak, cruel and debauched morwj*
The lower orders were exposed to fewer evils than the hig
but they became every day more unwarlike; and what t
gained by that tranquillity which the State enjoyed
almost all its value when they ceased to be able to def
it. This period was distinguished by no glorious achi<
ments. No characters arose on which the historian cc
dwell with delight. The nation may be said to have exii
on the reputation which it had before acquired till a
possessed was gone, and till it became, from the slow
certain progress of a gradual and vicious decay, incap*
of one effort to avert that dreadful misery and ruin in wl
it was involved by the invasion of a few Afghan tri
whose conquest of Persia affixed so indelible a disgi
upon that country that we cannot be surprised that
historians have shrunk from the painful and degrac
narration.*'

Shaykh 'Alf Hazfn* takes precisely the same view. " M
ages having now elapsed," says he, " since civilization, t;
quillity, and the accomplishment of all worldly blessi
had attained a state of perfection in the beautiful provh
of Irin, these were become a fit object for the afflictio
the malignant eye2. The indolent King and princes,
the army that sought nothing but repose and for nez

1  P. 106 of Belfour's text=p. 116 of his translation.

2  The Evil Eye is called by the Arabs 'Ayntfl-Kamdl, "the E]
Perfection/' because anything perfect of its kind is especially exp
to its attacks.